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SUB J : STRIKE OF GAMBIAN GOVERNMENT DAILY WAGE EARNERS 
ENDS AFTER FIVE DAYS 


REF: A-49 


1. M. E. JALLOW, SECRETARY-GENERAL, GAMBIA WORKERS UNION. 
FRIDAY, AUG 1, 1975, IN A RADIO BROADCAST ORDERED GOVERN- 
MENT DAILY WAGE EARNERS BACK TO THEIR JOBS, TO END A FIVE- 
DAY STRIKE. THE STRIKE HAD BEEN CALLED TO PROTEST THE 
DELAY IN IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
WATJ.F.R COMMISSION, HEADED BY BRITISH CIVIL SERVANT, 

MR. H. WALLER. THE DELAYS LED TO UNWARRANTED EXPECTATIONS 
ABOUT THE NEW WAGE SCALES AND WHEN THE MINIMUM WAGE OF 
DALASIS 3.50 (D1.74 EQUALS $1.00) WAS ANNOUNCED, 

JALLOW CALLED OUT MEMBERS OF HIS UNION. STEVEDORES SOON 
JOINED AND SOME PRIVATE EMPLOYEES JOINED FOR ONE 
DAY AND THEN RETURNED TO WORK. 

2. DIFFICULT TO SEE WHAT ADVANTAGES ACCRUED TO WORKERS WHO 
LOST FIVE FULL DAYS PAY WITHOUT SUCCEEDING IN GETTING 

GOTG TO INCREASE MINIMUM WAGE ABOVE D3.50. 
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3. JALLOW HIMSELF MAY HAVE SUCCEEDED IN DEMONSTRATING ONCE 
MORE HIS ABILITY TO CONTROL FAIRLY LARGE NUMBER OF 
DAILY WAGE EARNERS AND SMALLER NUMBER SEMI-SKILLED AND SKILLED 
WORKERS AT PUBLIC WORKS DEPT (PWD). JALLOW HAS INDICATED THAT 
HE IS OPEN TO POLITICAL COOPERATION WITH OPPOSITION PARTY 
WHICH MAY BE IN EARLY FORMATIVE STAGES. APPEARS JALLOW, WHO 
ONCE DENOUNCED SHERIFF DIBBA WHEN HE WAS MINISTER OF 
FINANCE, NOW CONSIDERS HIM POTENTIAL POLITICAL PARTNER 
SHOULD DIBBA (EX-MINISTER OF ECON PLANNING AND INDUSTRIAL 
DEVELOPMENT), DISMISSED THIS WEEK BY PRES JAWARA FOR 
TRYING TO "BUILD SUPER-MINISTRY," SUCCEED IN GAINING 
CONTROL OF EMBRYO POLITICAL OPPOSITION. 

MCFARLAND 
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